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COINS OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE


This is a Government funded course and is aimed at students 19 years and above.





TUTOR: 		John Higham			


START DATE / TIME:	Monday 9 May 2011 / 7.00pm – 9.00pm


LOCATION: 		The Creighton Building, Trinity School, Carlisle


LENGTH:		1 week


COURSE FEE		Full: £6.00 (no concessions)	


PAYMENT:	Payment is required to secure your place plus


A £2.00 Centre fee per student each academic year 


REFUNDS:		Refunds are only provided if the Centre cancels the course.


				


Course Description 


Two thousand years before the Euro, there was a single currency across most of Europe.  The Roman Empire stretched from the border of India to England’s Solway shore and coins made in Constantinople or in London could be spent in any part of it.  This workshop uses photos and examples of actual coins to examine the coinage or the Roman Empire in detail, starting with the coins of the Caesars and ending 400 years later with the collapse of the Empire, showing how the coinage changed over time with the pressures of inflation, etc.


What is the course about? 


To give students a sound outline of the structure of the roman coinage and its changes over time


To equip students with the practical skills necessary for identifying coins and interpreting their design


To show how the coinage was used to send out messages to the people of the Empire 


Course Outline


By the end of the workshop learners will be able to:


Identify and classify the main types of roman coin found in Britain


Understand the main changes which took place in the coinage over time and the reasons for them


Appreciate the use of the coinage for propaganda


Are there any special requirements for joining?


Participants will need a fairly good command of both spoken and written English but no previous knowledge will be assumed.  Access to the internet (with broadband connection) is preferable but not essential.


Broadband is available at most public libraries and seniors can have free sessions daily. 


How will I learn on the course?


A mixture of power-point style of presentations using photos and a practical hands-on approach using actual coins.  The precise mix will depend on the number attending.  The course will be available on the internet, so that participants can revise / download what has been covered.


How will my progress be recorded?


There will be no formal testing.


Will there be any homework? If so, how much? No, however practice can be undertaken at home if the student wishes to. 


Do I need to bring anything?


No equipment or special clothes needed – all the course materials will be available on the internet for a little while after the end of the course.  Participants may however take notes if they wish, so might wish to bring a pen and notebook.  A low powered magnifying glass might be of help (but is not essential) – magnification around x4 but not more than x8.


Where can I go from here?


John Higham’s ‘Explore Hadrian’s Wall’ and ‘Visit Cumbria’s Past’ are complementary courses – 10 weeks each, (available next academic year 2011-2012).
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