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SONG WRITING FOR BEGINNERS


This is a Government funded course and is aimed at students 19 years and above.





TUTOR: 		Jude Connelly			


START DATE / TIME:	Thursday 26 January 2012 / 7.00pm - 9.00pm


LOCATION: 		The Creighton Building, Trinity School, Carlisle


LENGTH:		8 weeks 


COURSE FEE		Full: £48.00     	(NO CONCESSIONS)	


PAYMENT:	Payment is required to secure your place plus


A £2.00 Centre fee per student each academic year 


REFUNDS:		Refunds are only provided if the Centre cancels the course.


				


Course Description 


‘Song Writing for Beginners’ is a course designed to develop your creative ideas through popular song forms and writing devices.  Over eight weeks, you will learn techniques to generate and articulate ideas, how to structure those ideas with melody, and develop your work into a final recorded composition.  This is achieved with the guidance of an experienced songwriter.


What is the course about? 


The course aims to develop creative writing skills for you if you have an interest in composition and popular song.  Through the use of different writing templates, you are encouraged to edit and expand original ideas and create theme-based pieces.  This work becomes the basis of your final work, which is then recorded in the last session.  The course looks at different methods of song writing and focuses on music structures such as binary, ternary, strophic, and the standard use of the verse, chorus, and middle eight.


Course Outline


Effectively edit your own creative writing according to contracting song structures and rhythms.


Identify the terms, elements and styles employed in popular music composition.


Communicate effectively as an individual and as part of a group


Identify differing methods of composition in context, when listening to various musical texts.


Articulate and log ideas methodically.


Show a greater understanding of the use of basic harmonic progressions and melody in conjunction with written phrases and repetitive phrases.


Are there any special requirements for joining? 


Some instrumental skills would be helpful, though this is not necessary.


How will I learn on the course?


Teaching methods used during this course are: Hand outs, practical demonstration, Q & A, group and individual tutorial, white board, tutor / class debate, audio and visual presentation, written exercises and evaluation.


How will my progress be recorded?


Progress will be recorded weekly with an individual written record of progress and achievement and monitored through regular tutor / learner feedback and tutorials.  You are asked to keep a short, up to date written log, which will be used to aid assessment.


Will there be any homework? If so, how much? 


There will be three, short written exercises to complete outside of lesson time.


Do I need to bring anything?


No, we suggest that learners do not buy any books until after the first lesson in case of cancellation or changes.  A means of recording home audio ideas would be useful (Computer, phone, Dictaphone).


Where can I go from here?


Music Appreciation, Instrumental Skills, Music Production, Introduction to Singing.
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