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Adult Education Carlisle – Community & Continuation Education Programmes








OSTIA – the Port of Ancient Rome


This is a Government funded course and is aimed at students 19 years and above.





TUTOR: 		John Higham			


START DATE / TIME:	Monday 11 June 2012 / 7.00pm-9.00pm


LOCATION: 		The Creighton Building, Trinity School, Carlisle


LENGTH:		3 weeks 


COURSE FEE		Full: £18.00     	(NO CONCESSIONS)	


PAYMENT:	Payment is required to secure your place plus


A £2.00 Centre fee per student each academic year 


REFUNDS:		Refunds are only provided if the Centre cancels the course.


				


Course Description 


A 3 week course intended as a stand-alone course but also a suitable follow-up to Explore Hadrian’s Wall. 


What is the course about? 


 To avoid public unrest, the rulers of Ancient Rome needed to ensure the steady supply of wheat and other essential foodstuffs to the city.  Most of the wheat was imported from Egypt and North Africa, olive oil from Spain etc.  To avoid long slow and expensive overland journeys, they developed a port at the mouth of the River Tiber which became known as Ostia (meaning river mouth).  Starting as a small defended military base, Ostia grew into a substantial town of some 50,000 inhabitants and survived for over 500 years before a series of earthquakes and tsunamis overwhelmed it.  Its recovery was prevented and its destruction completed by barbarian invasions as the Roman Empire collapsed in the early fifth century.  The site was never built over again so the ruins of Ostia largely remained hidden until modern times and today they rival those of Pompeii with the full street layout, public and private buildings all surviving, many to first floor level with dozens of mosaic floors, painted walls etc.


Course Outline


This course is an introduction to Roman Ostia, fully illustrated by hundreds of photos and by dozens of reconstructions.


Week 1 – The Port and its importance – The development of the port – official control of grain imports – storage & transport – fire prevention & public order, etc.


Week 2 – Town Plan and Public Buildings – The street layout – Forum – Basilica – Curia – Official temples – public baths – theatre – building styles & materials, etc.


Week 3 – The people of Ostia – shops, housing and flats – a multi-cultural society – slaves and citizens – private enterprise – wine bars – fishmongers – smaller temples – private houses – luxury apartments – basic accommodation – the necropolis etc.


Are there any special requirements for joining?  An Interest in history


How will I learn on the course?


A Power point presentation by tutor


How will my progress be recorded?  Group discussion


Will there be any homework? If so, how much? 


No, but the course will be available on the internet.


Do I need to bring anything?


A Note book and pen but course material will be made available on the internet each week and a short time after the course has ended – so you may download for future reference.


Where can I go from here?


Other History classes offered by the Centre
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AaUTUM          AUTUMN HALF TERM 24-28 OCTOBER       CHRISTMAS BREAK 16 DECEMBER- 6 JANUARY

                          SPRING HALF TERM 13-17 FEBRUARY        EASTER BREAK 30 MARCH-16 APRIL



                          WHIT HALF TERM 4-8 JUNE


